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Working together

Sky Primary and Eden Project Nursery presents a unique opportunity to co-
create a curriculum and education offer - built on best practice in education 2%
and infused with the Eden Project ‘s expertise in nature-inspired learning for B et
sustainability - in a school that explores and demonstrates these principles. :‘f :
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The Eden Project mission is to demonstrate and inspire positive action for the planet. Our
vision is for children and young people who are inspired and equipped to create and flourish
in a world where people and the rest of nature thrive.

Together with Sky Primary, we endeavour to explore, shape and evaluate a curriculum and
culture which enables this vision; and to demonstrate that a holistic, nature-inspired and
sustainability-focussed approach to education (and the National Curriculum), can offer
better outcomes for children and young people - both in the currently defined and
assessed terms and far beyond this in terms of positive impact for young people and the
planet.

As demonstrators and inspirers, this year the Sky team have shared their inspirational
approach as expert guest speakers in our Leaders in Outdoor Learning professional
development course and at the Anthropy National Gathering; contributing to the national
debate and the work of others (e.g. The Harmony Project, Morecambe Bay Curriculum,
Climate Wise, Reach 2, Chartered College of Teaching...). We envisage that Sky Primary will
become a flagship and an inspiration for early years settings and schools in the UK and
beyond.

This summer marked the completion of a three year collaboration agreement (2021-2024).
We are delighted to have extended this for a further three years (yippee) so that we can
continue this journey together.



https://www.edenproject.com/learn/schools/teacher-training-and-school-development/leaders-in-outdoor-learning-cpd#:~:text=The%20course%20aims%20to%20leave,ideas%20work%20in%20your%20school.
https://anthropy.uk/

Highlights

What a marvellous year of growth and expansion. Here are some of the highlights:

A The academic year kicked off with a third temporary classroom planted in the car park, ready for Year 1 children; and then concluded with the arrival of
a beautiful yurt to accommodate nursery children and make space for the new Year 2 class.

A Amy Parsons joined the team in September as Year 1 teacher, supported by TA Sophie Lock. Tiff Ashton will start as the Year 2 teacher in September
2024, joined by two further TAS - this completes the EYFS and Key Stage 1teams! Yippeee.

A We have continued to work together to develop the curriculum, with 6 new Enquiries of Learning (year 1) taking children beyond the classroom through
nature-inspired, sustainability focussed, community-connected, place-based, curious adventures. Meanwhile, the EYFS curriculum has been further
honed and strengthened through a second year of successful teaching and learning - led by the brilliant Emily Ford and the EYFS team.

A The first draft of the Nature and Sustainability Progression Framework has been completed; to map the development of knowledge, skills and values
from EYFS to year 6. This includes ‘60 Things’' - memorable experiences and milestones that the children will gather through their time at Sky. This has
been a monumental piece of work which sits alongside the subject specific knowledge progression frameworks - to ensure national curriculum
coverage.

A Emma Vyvyan has led the strategic vision for the school, supported by subject specialists from Kernow Learning and external organisations (Eden
Project, Reach?2, Climate-Wise and Harmony). Visits from the School Improvement team of Kernow Learning and the DfE to support and monitor the
development of the school and curriculum have been positive.

A This year 94% of children achieved the expected standard in the Phonics Screening Check (which occurs in June every year for all year 1 children
nationally).

A The school's reputation is growing with 29 children starting in reception next year! There are now 90 on roll (28 x nursery, 29 x reception, 16 x year 1, 17
x year 2), despite being a new school, in temporary buildings, in a carpark. We are starting to see younger siblings joining the school. This year 17 of the
18 children in nursery progressed into reception. This year's attendance was 95.2% (national average is 92.9%).

A Contractors have started work on permanent site for Sky Primary and Eden Project Nursery at West Carclaze Garden Village. Meanwhile, we are very
happy to have the school community stay with us at Eden.



What did we get up to?

The first section of this report shares facts and figures of
how we worked together this year — and is structured around
the headings of our Collaboration Agreement relating to Eden
Project Limited and Eden Project Learning:

Staff Training: embedding Eden ethos and approach
Curriculum Development and Implementation
Quality Assurance/Annual Review

Eden expertinput

Access to Eden Project site and Little Carne Farm
Promotion Communications and Marketing
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The second section reviews the academic year at Sky
Primary and Eden Project Nursery through the lens of Eden’s
education principles and learning toolkit which underpin the
terms of our agreement.




What we did: staff training

Areas of Work Autumn Term 2023 Spring Term Summer Term 2023
2023

Staff training: CPD for whole staff: A This years CPD was embedded into PPA sessions: As allocated
embedding Eden ethos and |=lifs[er=1is]pi A Eden ethos and approach explored during planning sessions
approach day/year but with Amy Parsons (year 1)

reviewed at term A Termly catch up with EYFS staff

intervals as may A Regular termly meetings Gill Mulholland + Emma Vyvyan.

require flexibility.

A Regular partnership meetings - Emma Vyvyan, Sam Kendall,
Termly visit with Bran Howell, Gill Mulholland
Headteacher/EYFS

(Staff training can be
delivered as staff
meetings and/or
INSET throughout
the year)

Nikki and Susanne
Additional... attended “Little
Eden: Nature-
inspired learning in
the early years”
(Early Years Training
Directory): 12t
October 2023




What we did: curriculum development

Areas of Work Autumn Term 2023 Spring Term Summer Term 2023
2023

Curriculum development and
implementation

Additional

Planning support for
key practitioners: 1
day/term

Evaluate and develop
transition from EYFS
curriculum to KS 1

National Curriculum -
Year 1focus

18t September: How
can we be Sky
Heroes? (Amy
Parsons - year 1)

11t October: Why do
we share stories?
(Amy Parsons - year
1)

11th Dec: What will we
find on our Mystery
Voyage? (Amy
Parsons - year 1)

Development of
Nature Inspired
Curriculum
Progression
Framework:
12t September
11t October

6™ December

22nd January: Who is
the giant of sky?
(Amy Parsons - year
1)

6t March '24: How
can we be garden
designers?(Amy
Parsons - year)

Development of
Nature Inspired
Curriculum
Progression
Framework:

6t March

8t May: What
animals are local to
us? (Amy Parsons -
Year 1)

Development of
Nature Inspired
Curriculum
Progression
Framework:

26t April

10t May

24t May (60 things)

As allocated: 3 days



What we did: Eden expert input

Areas of Work Autumn Term 2023 Spring Term Summer Term 2023
2023

Bran Howell: The

Eden expert input 1day/term =3 days David Aynsley: Apple Making of Eden with  Exceeded allocation: 4 days
Day (Rescorla) 0.5 (Vounder Class)
(specialist support: non- day
education e.g. horticulture, Flo Mansfield: Visit
sustainability, design) Jo-Jo/Julie: Lantern and tour of Growing
Making Point nursery
(Rescorla and (Vounder and
Vounder classes) Rescorla classes)
1day
Stephanie Knights:

The National Wild
Flower Centre
(Rescorla and
Vounder classes)

Sammy Brisdon:
Rock Pool Ramble
(Rescorla Class)

... additional Reciprocal support, funding applications and development of partnerships:

A Sam gave feedback on Emma’s Carbon Accreditation Application.

A Emma kindly acted as a community referee on Eden’s Playful Green Planet Application

A September '23: Climate Wise Schools — Sam attended one of Emma'’s sessions (Carbon Literacy training where
she made initial contact with Reach2 Academies — shared with Emma)




What we did: access to Eden

Areas of Work Autumn Term 2023 Spring Term Summer Term 2023
2023

Access to Eden Project site Eden-facilitated: Eden Facilitated: Sky-led: Eden Facilitated: As allocated and a bit more
and LCF One Eden staff led
visit perclass fo.c. 141223 8.2.24: Ice-Skate 24™ April: How can  Eden-Facilitated x 4 visits
(1class per term) Father Christmas: (40 16 students we be garden (incl. 2 workshops)
students, 6/7 staff) designers? with Emilie |ce skate x 2
_led: - Rew (Vounder) _ isi
Sky-led: (entry- only 18.12: Sing along and Sky-led visits x 13
access to Eden site) Sparkle (42 Stud
parkle (42 Students, 22" May: Tom and -
Eden access 8 staff and 52 family B - | Open access to Little Carne
available for Sky the Bees (Rescorla Farm
: members) Class)
Primary and Eden
Project Nursery Sku-led:
2 =Ky-led. Sky-led:
teacher led activities 14 11.23: (16 students) m Ve
30.11.23:(16 s’gudents] 18.4.24 - EYFS
LCF- open access 27.11.23: (6 children/2 25424 - EYFS
1 Weekly access staff) 2.5.24-EYFS
(pre-booked) to LCF 30.11.23: (5 students) 9524 - EYFS
for Nursery and 5.12.23: Ice Skate (16 9.5.24 - YR1
reception classes students) 16.5.24 - EYFS
15.12.23: (16 students)
... additional Use of Eden minibus: daily use in the Autumn Term when the school min-bus was out of action, and for occasional use

on request post Christmas




What we did: Quality Assurance

Areas of Work Autumn Term 2023 Spring Term Summer Term 2023
2023

Evaluation visit to
Quality Assurance: Monitoring  [lE[EEpt e N RS
and action points annually.

(Note: thisisintended as a Report and action
collaborative reflection and planin response to
feedback process) visit - highlighting
actions and
opportunities linked
to Eden Nursery
Principles.

(Expectation of
school improvement
plans to OFSTED
good or outstanding.
Moderation and
feedback discussions
from Challenge
Partner and School
Based Review School
Improvement Team
visits)

End of term review:  Team check-ins

Lantern: 22nd Review of class
January: Blogs and
1  Checkin newsletters from the
1  Review of year
autumn term
2023 Review of Reports
1  Discuss from KL School
curriculum Improvement Team

plans and action
points for 2024 2023-2024 Report

8.3.24 - EYFS
review meeting with
Emily.

Year 1: regular
check-in as part of
planning meetings

As allocated



What we did: proms, comms and marketing

Areas of Work Autumn Term 2023 Spring Term Summer Term 2023
2023

Share relevant social media
posts on our channels x
4/year

Host 1 x info/engagement
events at EP Nursery at
permanent site,
incorporating EYFS and
Year 1

Eden Website: direct link to the Sky website on the ‘Learn’ page of As allocated

the Eden website.

Promotion, comms and
marketing

Sky Banner —-permanent, prominent position in The Core

Display of marketing

materials in Core Inclusion
in Eden education e-news x

2/year

October '23: Sky
promotion posters
on the toilet doors
across Eden

St Austell
Community
weekends (x2): Sky
parents hosted this
networking event -

Development of new
Sky logo (with the
new Eden branding)
by the Eden
graphics team

SKY PRIMARY &
EDEN PROJECT
NURSERY

Begin networking to attract
education settings,
research interest and
media features

tables and banners
in the Eden Visitors
Centre.

sky@kernowlearning.co.uk to register y:

Building of external relationships, promotion Sky and the Sky curriculum on a national stage:

A 3.11.23: Anthropy: Reboot the Future Emma on panel with Sam Kendall and Richard Dunne

A 19.3.24: Leaders in Outdoor Learning. Emma and Emily - expert speaker slots

A March '24: development of links and sharing of experience with Morecambe Bay Curriculum team

A Summer 2024

A Emma presented at the National Association for Special Educational Needs (NASON) conference. Sky was subsequently
featured in the NASON Magazine (https://nasen.org.uk/resources/nasen-connect-magazine-feature-edition-2024

A Emma interviewed by University College of London PGCE students and contributed to development of a food and
sustainability module.

A Emma interviewed by Chartered College of Teaching and contributed to Rethinking Curriculum primary sustainability unit.

... additional



https://nasen.org.uk/resources/nasen-connect-magazine-feature-edition-2024

Eden Learning toolkit

Drawn from our experience of running education programmes at Eden (online and in
schools), many years of R&D and our understanding of the evidence-base on Nature
Connection and Learning for Environment and Regenerative Sustainability, Eden’s
Learning toolkit provides a touchstone for all Eden’s work with children, young people
and schools - across ages and key stages.

The toolkit is a practical expression of Eden’s mission and education principles - it
underpins all our teaching and learning work with children, young people and schools
and is our framing for a nature-inspired, sustainability-focused curriculum.

The early years version of our Eden Learning Toolkit (outlined below), serves as the
basis of our principles, philosophy and approach for an Eden Project Nursery.




Eden learning toolkit

In and Inspired by Nature

Connected

Curious

Story Inspired

Eden Project Nurseries are outdoors and nature inspired

Because you can't love what you don't know. We create learning opportunities in, about, for, from, with
and through nature. We work outside as often as we can and if we can't, we use nature as inspiration.
Being outdoors is good for everybody's physical, emotional and mental wellbeing and it offers learning
opportunities that simply don't happen indoors.

Eden Project Nurseries grow curious and connected learners

We understand that everything is inter-connected and that we are all part of nature We celebrate
‘wondering’, asking questions and are learning to think critically about complicated things. We are
always learning, exploring new ideas, using head heart and hands, and discovering new things to help
us on our journey. Nature inspires us, guides us and teaches us. We respect the natural world, protect
wild places and repair damaged spaces.

Eden Project Nurseries are story-inspired

Humans are hard-wired for stories. We use them to inspire curiosity, motivate learning and to hold
memories and understanding.

Used in an age appropriate way, stories can engage Head, Heart and Hands.

Eden’s narrative follows a path: Awe and Wonder - Connection - Jeopardy - Hope - Agency.



What makes an Eden Project EYFS?

Playful and positive

Active (Agency]

Together

Eden Project Nurseries are positively playful

We are hopeful and positive. We believe we can affect positive change and leave the world better than
we found it. We champion play... especially outdoor, nature-connected play. Play is a shortcut to
passion. It is how children make sense of the world, practice and embed their learning, develop
creativity and grow a sense of agency

Eden Project Nurseries build a sense of ‘agency’

We are driven, passionate, positive, proactive and bold. We do things that create positive change for
people and planet. We create opportunities for children to learn about real things in real places with
real things and real people... We support children to develop a sense of efficacy (their beliefs about
whether they can make a difference), and agency (their practical and social skills for making a
difference).

Eden Project Nurseries are ‘together’

We work together as a team and connect and collaborate with others - together we can achieve more
than the sum of our parts. Our approach creates opportunities for children to practice inclusion, team
work and collaboration.

We are community spirited and communication friendly.



What do we see at
Sky Primary and
Eden Project Nursery?

The following section shares evidence and examples of the toolkit in action - in
particular, picking up on the suggestions and action points that were proposed in
the end of year report from last summer (written in blue) .

Of course, just being outside or in nature doesn’t make it good. Sky Primary and
Eden Project Nursery is assessed by the same standards agenda and inspection
process as any other setting or school. Utmost rigour, robustness and a huge
amount of hard work has been required on every level - responding positively to
feedback from the DofE education expert visits, the Kernow Learning School
Improvement team and the local authority Early Years team - to ensure that
teaching and learning, curriculum planning and school management is the best it
can be, whilst also following our shared principles.

This is ground-breaking and brave work. What a journey it's been, and we are
delighted and proud to have been part of it.




Eden Project EYFS settings are outdoors

Eden Learning toolkit for the

CEUACES

Outdoors

A Children play and learn outside as much
as possible - in all weathers and all
seasons.

A Children are prepared and equipped for
the weather.

A Shelters offer choices for play, shade
from the sun and a cosy retreat from the
rain, wind, hail, snow...

A Opportunities for reading, mark making,

writing, counting and working with
numbers are embedded in the outside
space as part of continual provision and
planned activities.

At Sky Primary what do we see?

A Outdoor Learning is deeply embedded in the Sky culture of
teaching and learning and ways of being.

A Sky children are confident navigating and inhabiting the
wonky world outside- in all weathers and all seasons; as
evidenced by the trail of mud up the corridor every day.... a
clear sign that children are learning outside daily

A Opportunities for 'learning beyond the classroom’ act as a
key driver of the curriculum and embedded into the planning
process - this year, children have visited Little Carne
Meadow, Eden Project, Woodland Valley Farm, Mevagissey
Harbour, Wheal Martyn, Pinetum Gardens, the Sky Tip, local
beaches, shops, the bus station...

A All children are well equipped with wellies and wet weather
gear.

A An early target (EYFS) is for children to learn to manage their
outdoor shoes and clothes independently, and to secure
behaviours that enable calm and efficient transition from
indoors to out.

A Teachers are enthusiastic and model a love of being outside
for learning and play.

Suggestions and action
points 20242025

This year, an action point for the
nursery was to extend outdoor learning
and play into the afternoons through
use of Little Carne Meadow and the
Tipi. Without easy access to ‘free-flow’
space immediately outside the
classroom, this has been challenging.
Additional staffing challenges also
made necessary ratios tricky.
Understandably, the nursery has
tended to gravitate to the classroom
after lunch.

The nursery is moving into a yurt. How

can we support the team to extend

outdoor learning and play opportunities

into the afternoon? This could include:

A Development of the playground area
immediately outside the yurt
(currently a gravel carpark)

A Co-ordinating visits to Little Carne
Meadow and the tipi with Rescorla
Class (to ensure staffing ratio)



Outdoors

It's winter now. It snows, it's cold and all the trees are bare. | liked tasting ; _ _ _ _
the snow. It's hard for the birds to get their food because the ground is / /pvec{lmak/ng the rain gauge - we checked it when it
frozen, so we need to give them some seeds. In autumn, all the leaves rained.

change colour. Hedgehogs start to hibernate - they go to sleep



... and nature-inspired

Eden Learning toolkit for the early| At Sky Primary what do we see?

Nature inspired

A

EYFS outcomes are delivered primarily
through a nature-inspired pedagogy -
children play and learn in, with, about + for
the living world.

Children learn about the weather, seasons,
cycles and how nature works through direct
experience.

The landscape supports children to engage
with, learn about and care for nature
through:

A play features (e.g. mud kitchen, sand pit,

water play, den, dinosaur world)
A nature areas (e.g. mini-beast habitats,
meadows, woodlands, ponds)
A growing areas (e.g. garden, orchard)
Natural resources are valued and integrated
in play and learning, inside and out.

A Learningin, with, about and for the living world is a key

curriculum driver for the Sky Curriculum.

A Enquiries of Learning maximise opportunities for

nature-connected learning and sustainability.

A Early Years children are able to share detailed specialist

knowledge and vocabulary about the natural world (e.g.
wild flower identification in reception class) — and
demonstrate beautiful ‘environmental manners’ -
caring for nature and passionately championing
sustainable practice (e.g. plastic free packed lunches,
beach cleans with SAS).

A This year, a key focus has been the development of the

year 1 Enquiries of Learning - building from the
excellent EYFS curriculum to explore local geographical
landscapes (e.g. Who is the giant of Sky?) and local
Cornish history (e.g. Richard Trevithick and the Mystery
Voyage ) - while also embedding opportunities to learn
IN (e.g. weather and climate), WITH (e.g. How can we be
garden designers), ABOUT (e.g., What animals are local
to us?) and FOR (How can we be Sky Heroes) the living
world.

Suggestions and action
points 20242025

A Development of 6 new EOLs for
Year 2

A Ongoing development of new
opportunities at the meadow to
enable learning and playing in, with
about and for nature - following the
children’s interest and enriching
enquiries of learning.

A Especially, transferrable
practice/resources that can be
taken to the permanent school site
and developing ideas in response to
the new Y2 EOLS

An action point from KL last year was
to include an outdoor easel or
whiteboard to facilitate teaching at
Little Carne Meadow. This is now in
use.



Nature-inspired




Eden Project EYFS settings grow curious and connected

learners

Eden Learning toolkit for the early

years

Connected

Children have accessible, tangible, relatable and
real-life experiences and explore connections
between:

M themselves and the natural world,
1 themselves and others,

1 different parts of the natural world
1

different areas of their learning and
experience.

Curious

A Children are given opportunities to look, listen,
touch, taste, investigate, explore and
experiment

A Children are encouraged to explore their ideas,

to ‘have a go’, and see ‘'what happens if...

A Children are encouraged to ‘wonder’, to ask
questions and explore different potential
scenarios.

At Sky Primary what do we see?

A The Sky curriculum is formed around an enquiry approach

A Enquiries of Learning are framed by a big question which
sets the challenge/investigation/adventure for the half
term.

A The quest for curiosity and connection is embedded in the
Sky ways of being and the curriculumis rich in first hand
rich experiences - learning with real stuff in real life.

A Children are developing skills in asking questions, wondering
why and investigating possibilities. A sense of curiosity and
‘wondering’ is tangible - evidenced by the children’s
comments and reflections in the class blogs, which can be
found on the school website.

A Children feel part of a cohesive school community - which
embraces families, the Eden team and local community.
There is a strong sense of connection with people and place
- visitors regularly come in to school and there are regular
visits out.

A As children move up through the year groups, there is a
sense of progression — extending the connection out into
landscape and time.

Suggestions and action
points 20242025

This year, staff aimed to explore
further the use of computers and IT
within the nature inspired curriculum.
Children have been using i-pads, data
loggers and microscopes in the field
(thinking as a scientist) and back at
the classroom. The trail cam has been
a huge success - capturing the secret
world of the meadow.



Curious and connected

b
i

I liked learning about the lifecycle of a plant- it goes around and around. | have learnt to be kind to everyone and everything.



Curious and connected

Chickens lay eggs. And they hatch out as a chick. They take 21 days to I liked making the butter because when we tasted it on toast
hatch. The chicks grow into adults and then they lay eggs and we put it was so yummy. We had to shake!
them in the incubator. It's a life cycle.



Eden Project EYFS settings build a sense of agency

Eden Learning toolkit for the earl

years

Skilful and creative

Children are encouraged to make their own
choices and to practically explore their ideas.
Children learn practical skills and how to use
real tools for real purposes e.g. for gardening
and arts/crafts.

Caring

Children grow positive ‘environmental manners’
Children learn skills to care for themselves,
each other and living things in their habitats.
Embedded systems show how we care for the
planet through thoughtful use of resources and
sustainable practices.

At Sky Primary what do we see?

A Thereis an incredibly strong vision for the school.
Children are encouraged to be ‘doers’, learning about
and acting for nature.

A Opportunities for building a sense of efficacy (children’s
belief in their power to make a difference) and agency
(the skKills to actually do it) are multi-layered and
threaded through the Enquiries of Learning, Great
Works, Good Life Goals and Ways of Being.

A The ways of being and Good Life Goals underpin
everything - and everyone is involved (staff, pupils,
families)

A Children have grown seeds, created and cared for a
container garden, cooked on the campfire, dug a pond,
made bird feeders and wildlife habitats... plus many arts
and crafts, using natural materials, linked to story
inspired themes.

A Children have been on beach cleans with SAS and
considered how they can use their individual skKills to
become Sky Heroes in their community.

A They have made apple juice by collecting and pressing
apples with Dave Aynsley and have learned about
where our food comes from - visiting Woodland Valley
Farm.

Suggestions and action
points 20242025

Complete and publish the
progression framework - to map the
development of knowledge skills and
actions from early years to year 6;
and the ‘60 things before you leave
Sky'. This underpins and explains the
Sky approach to a nature-inspired
curriculum for sustainability.

Explore further opportunities to
share this work at conferences,
educational events and articles.



Sky - agency

| have learnt new things outdoors. We need to look after the world. I have learnt about butterflies- they can be heroes in our world.

| learned about making a garden and recycling our food to make
compost to use again.



Sky - agency
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